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| Joxan | iii. 8, 9. 


But ler Man and Beaſt he covered with Sacks 0 


cloth, and cry mightily unto God; yea lei them 


urn every one from his evil Way, and from 

the Violence that is in their Hands. Who 
can tell if God will turn and repent, and 
turn away 2255 bis 8 Anger 5 that we Pe 


OP not? 


the Reign of Fehoahaz *, the Son of Fehu 
a" King of Mel, when Idolatry, with all its 
concomitant Crimes, greatly prevailed, At 
firſt, it is likely, he exerciſed his Office among 
the People of 1ſrael, but as, like others of the 


if NAH. is reckoned to ö bropheflsd i in 


Prophets in other Reighs, he met with little 


or no Succeſs, it pleaſed God to fend him with 


a Meſſage to another People, 
The Word of the Lord came unto Jonah ſay- 


ing, Ariſe, go to Nineveh that great ' City, and 
cry againſt it, for their Wickednefs 1 75 Come up 


before me, c. i. v. 1. Nineveh was the Metropolis 
of the Affrian Kingdom, one of the firſt Cr- 


ties that were built after the F lood, founded, 
as is thought, by Nimrod, and perhaps after- : 


wards enlarged by Ninus, from whom: 1 it might 


= 2 Kings : xiv. 25. 
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have its Name, fo that it was now of about 
1400 Years ſtanding; and, as it might be 
reckoned one of the firſt, ſeems now to have 
been the greateſt City in the World, much 
larger than Babylon, for which Reaſon it is 
her e ſtiled by God, that great City, or as it is 
in the Original, that City of God. 
And as it is uſual with great and Pale 
Cities, through a long Continuance of Proſ- 
perity and Eaſe, to fink into Vice, and grow _ 
more and more corrupt in their Minds and 
Manners, the Iniquities of the Ninevites were 
become Ir heinous and open, that they are 
here ſaid 2 come up before God, that is, not 
now firſt ſeen and obſerved, for he had done 
that all along, but now come to ſuch an enor- 
mous Height. that unleſs reformed, it was no 
longer conliitent with the Methods and Ends 
of his wiſe Government, to let them 80. un- 
puniſhed. 
lt may be inquired by ſome, why God 
ſhould ſend. a Prophet with a Meſlage to ſuch 
a wicked idolatrous and diſtant City, ſo many 
hundred Miles from the Land of Jſrae! ? But 
| beſides the Regard which he might herein have 
had to the Men of Nzneveh, and the Intention 
to ſhow, that tho' he had particular Care of 
the 22 Nation, he was not without Care 
of the Gentile World, it might be deſigned al- 
ſo to work a good Effect upon the People of 
the Jews. For if the Ninevites had rejected 
"206 Meſſage of Jouah, and incurred the De- 
ſtruction 
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ſtruction he was commiſſioned to threaten; the 
Jews would have had an illuſtrious Example 
of the Vengeance of God againſt Idolatry and 
Vice, by which to take a Warning; and if 
the Ninevites ſhould hearken and repent, he 
might deſign to upbraid the Stubbornneſs of his 
People, and ſhame them, as it were, into Re- 
pentance, by their Example ; and the Great- 
neſs of the City, and the Greatneſs of their 

Wickedneſs, render'd them the more effectual 
Inſtruments of that End. 

Some may be apt to wonder, chat ſuch a 
wicked and idolatrous City, both King and 
People, ſhould ſo ſoon be moved to Repen- 
tance by a Prophet who came to them with a 
Meſſage from a God whom they did not wor- 


| ſhip or acknowledge as theirs. But there is 


little room for it, if we conſider that their 
Diſtance was not fo great but that the Fame 
of the Works of the God of Iſrae/ muſt pro- 
bably have reached them; and that they could 
not, ſo ſoon as they were put upon reflecting, 
but read the Danger they were in of Puniſh- 
ment, in the Conſciouſneſs. of Guilt which 
they felt in themſelves, and the juſtneſs of the 
Threatning that the Prophet brought them: 
tho' they had neither a clear and diſtinct Idea 
of, nor entertained any Reverence for the 
= Deity from whom it came. And this lets us 

| fee how the Diſpenſation of God to the Fews 
wag actually of Service, as it was no doubt 
defigned 


£6] 
deſigned to be, even to the Gentile Nations 
which were found about them *. 


Others may be ſurprized that a Prophet 


like Jonab, fo well acquainted with the Na- 
ture of God, and ſo ſure of having received 
the Meſſage from him, ſhould refuſe to carry 
it, and go out of the Way. But this which 
is thought fo ſufficient to Fad prevented, was 
the very thing that cauſed it. Jonab himſelf 
informs us of his Reaſon or Motive of ſo do- 
ing, c. iv. v. 2. J pray thee, O Lord, was not 
this my Saying when I was yet in my Country? 
Therefore I fled before unto Tarſhiſh, for I know 


that thou waſt a gracious God and merciful, . 


flow to Anger, and of great Kindneſs, and re- 


 penteſt tee of the Evil, therefore new, O Lord, 
take 1 beſeech thee my Life, for it 1s better for 
me to die than to live, He very well knew by 
the Declarations of his Will, and the Conduct 
of his Providence, the Lenity | and Mercy of 


his Divine Nature; and was afraid leſt the M. 
nevites, by repenting of their Sins, ihould 
eſcape has Deſtruction ; and ſo dikes God be 


thought to have ſent, or he to have brought 


1 them a falſe Meſſage. 
And perhaps ſome Degree of Partiality to 


the Iſraelites enter'd inte the Caſe; it diſ- 


pleaſed this Prophet that the Ninevites, by 
Repentance, ſhould eſcape, whilſt the Irac- 


lites, by their Impenitency, incurred Puniſh- 


ment; for we read, 2 Kings xi. 3. that, in 


» Exodus ix. 16. 


this 


i \ 


K 


E 
this Reign of Fehoahaz, the ' Anger of the 


Lord was:kindled againſt Ißracl, and? he delivered 


them into the Hand of Hazael King of Syria, 
and into the Hand of Benhadad the Son of Hazael 
all their Days. However it ſhould ſeem as if he 


was more concerned for his Reputation in his 
Office than. for the ſucceſsful Exerciſe of it ; 


and therefore he ran a contrary Way to that 


which he was ſent at firſt, and was at laſt ſo 


angry with God for ſparing them. 


But it is not ſo eaſy to get out of the Sight, 
or out of the Reach of God; for the Lord 


followed him with a great Wind and a mighty 
Tempeſt into the Sea, ſaved him miraculouſly 
in a Fiſh which he had prepared to ſwallow 
him up, and which the Lord ſpake to, when 
he had been three Days and three N ichts i in 
it, to vomit him up upon dry Land. Then 


he was a ſecond Time ordered by God to go 


to Nineveh, when he entered into the City, and 


cried and faid, , preaching unto it the Preaching 


Which God bad him, Yet forty Days and Ni- 
neveh ſhall be deſtroyed. It 1s not improbable, 
that Jonah related to them from whom he 


came, the extraordinary Circumſtances of 


His firſt Miſſion and Refuſal, of his ſubſe- 


quent Danger and Preſervation, and the re- 


newed Order he had to come to them with 
this Preaching. For it is immediately ſaid 


upon his delivering his Meſſage, that the People 
of Nineveh believed God, ver. 5. All which tho 


5 88 might intend only for the Credit of his 


Preaching, 


161 
Preaching, and the Reputation of his Perſon, 
they carried farther, and improved into a real 
and ſincere Repentance, and proclaimed a 
Faſt; upon which Occaſion, the King cauſed 
to be proclaimed and publiſhed thro' Nineveb, 
Let Man and Beaſt be covered with Sackcloth 
and ery mightily unto God, yea let them turn 
every one from hrs evil Way, and from the Vio- 
lence that is in their Hands, who can tell, 7 
id will turn and repent, and turn away from 
his fierce Anger that we periſh not. 


In difcourfing on theſe Words at this Time, 
F ſhall do theſe two Things, 


I. I ſhall hs tha Obſervations which 
ſeem naturally to ariſe from them, and offer 
themſelves to our ſerious Conftideration. 

II. I chall make the Practical Application. 


. 1 ſhall wks ſome Obſervations which 
ſeem naturally to ariſe from the Words I have 
read, and offer themſelves to our r ſerious Con- 
6deration 
We may obſerve, that God eſtimates 

* forms his judgment of States and King- 
doms by quite a different Rule from what 
Men form theirs. That which leaſt of all 
enters into their Rule of Judgment chiefly 
conſtitutes his, and that is the Righteouſneſs 
or Wickednck that is to be obſerved among 
them, Upon this his Obſervation principally 
turns, from theſe his Eſteem or Diſlike goes Z 
mtg and 
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and by theſe are the Meaſures ot his Behaviour 
towards then taken, | 

And it is no wonder that what he invariably 
obſery es in his own, he ſhould principally look 
after in the Con- dact of Mankind. It is no 
wonder, that having flamed oy Nature for 
real H. PP! neſs, and made Virtue the only way 
to it, either for Perſons, or Families, or Ci- 
ties, or Kingdoms, which are all fore to run 
to Ruin by. * ice, that he ſhould be attentive 

to the Conſequence e, and principally obſerve 
how that Virtue or Vice, upon which 9 
pineſs or Miſery do fo abſolutely N 
cultivated amongſt them. 

Kings and Princes are happy 1 in themſilves, 
and their Characters great in the Eye of Bod, 
when their. Conduct is governed by Piety and 
Juſtice, and Honour and Humanity, All So- 

cicties and Communities are bleſſed, when 
they live in the Exerciſe of Piety, and Ho- 
neſty, and Induſtry, and Sobricty, and the 
ſweet Enjoyment of Peace, and Flenty, and 
Liberty, and Health, which divine Providence 
concurs with human Prudence to procure Men. 

But the great States and Kingdoms of this 
World do many of them, it is too evident, 
act by other Maxims, and with different 
Views. Kings are ambitious of, and think 
themſelves great in the Compats of Country, 
in the Increaſe of Power, in the Immenſity 
of Revenue, and in-the Extent of Commerce; 
no matter by what means; tho” it be at the 
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Expence of every Virtue, by the Practice of 
Every thing that is vile and baſe, and by the Sa- 
crifice of I bouſands or Millions of Lives, it is a 
cheap Pure chaſe, and is thought to add a new 
Luſtre to their Crov'us. 80 great and rich 


Cities, poſſeſſed of all the Means of Happ1- 
neſs, overlook. the Me 


thod by which alone 

they Can be made ſuch, and look upon Splen- 

dor and Magnificence, Luxury and Voluptu- 

Yuineſs, to be the trueſt Improvement and 
{ 


higheft Pnjoyment of human Life; and after 


* 


theſe Things do all Ranks and Ord: 18 of Men 


one after anothe nd one by che Influence 
and Example of another, aſpire and climb as 


to the higheſt Point of human Felicity: while 


neither the great Author nor End of their 
Lives has any Place in their Thoughts. But 


whatever Men nk, it is Peace and Plenty, 
it is Health and Liberty, with Piety and Vir- 


toe, Which are the genuine Hay pinebs of all 
Sac aries and Comm 1 of Men: And the 


true Grea tne and G! Or of Princes conſiſts in 
85885 


protecting and ſp! caving theſe Biefiings among 
= 1 52 A 


| : 4 : Bon 
Men; inf Ad of 1 init 8 4110 taking them A 


Way; aud Contra! BY RA 3 Whatever 


Lig jt Men view them, are but fure Means 
and Methods of Dei udien, Wiuch ſooner or 
_ and ſometimes when the ey are. leaſt ex- 
Pecbe d, ſerve to bring it down upon their Heads. 


. 7 
This ancient City or Kingdom of Neves 
- s . „ „ 11 | 1 3 2 T6: - 
Was frown exceed: ng great, thou Jt itlclf ex- 


i * 8 2 4% 7 , ; * 1 
cceding happy, tho' it grew in Wickedneſs in 


Pro- 


nf 


Proportion to itz Greatneſs ; and looked upon 


its Greatneſs as a Ground of its Safet y as well 
as Happineſs, It came not into their Hearts 
to think of their great Wickedneſs, or of any 


Danger they were in from thence. Bat their 


grievous 8 Sins came 6. DOJO. G od x ANC WRen 


and Gy... ng Glory by their ben Sera, 
their Wiekedneſ had brought them to the 
oy Brink of Deſtruction. 


- - 


We may obſerve Io 1e Cie of tian 


City of NMineveb, that great Wickedno's and 
Diſſoluteneſs of Manners meet: Wh, as it 


. * * pa 
| IS 5 SEkits, t the Di ſp leaſure 05 Y\uls een 
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e flerceſt Anger in his Breaſt. 
PH the King of this 70 at City feems, with 


_ Reaſon, to ſpeak in the Words of the. 28 5 
He no fooner he: Tus! of the oreat Anger © 

but he knew what muſt Ge the S of 
Nor can it be otherwiſe ; for Wickedneſs is no! 


only the Reverſe of his own Condut „But of all. 


hisDeſigns and Orders for outs: And The: 7.Can be 
be other than highly diſpleated, WED his Wiſe 
jevos are ic peel by their Sin; It car 
ries in it the higheſt Abuſe of his Gifs as all 
OUT Pleflings are, and argues an entire Con- 
tempt of his F avour, and of his Cove: nment, 


and even of his Being, And when this is gene- 
F ral, Open, and enor mos in great Ci: ES. orStates 


or King oms, how can it be ſeen by an all-ſeeing 
f 1 a 45 EE . 1 * 
God without Indignation? He ftces this Cor- 


2217 a * . wp We 2 1 LEE: I * * 22 \ 2217 
ruption Of Man ers In every Step ot its 4 10 
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greſs, from its firſt cree eping in, to its moſt 


confirmed Growth; and tho' his Anger docs 


not initantiy break forth, yet he ſees it not as 
Men do, with Cooineſs or Indifference or 
without Concern. Sooner may the tendereſt 
Parent upon Earth fec his own Children abuſe 
and inſult him, or the beſt of Kings, who is 


the Father of his People, ſee his Subjects riſe 


up in Rebellion againſt him, as in our preſent 
Caſe, with perlect lud ere] nce, than God can 
ſee the Kingdoms of the Earth def] piſe Eis 
Goodnels, withdraw from ory Government ſo 
far as they are able, and ſet his Power at De- 
fiance. But what is the overgrown W icked- 


nels = great and populous Kingdoms leſs than 


this? What other than deſpiling him 5 8 


he has done for them the beſt, oh daring _ 


to do againſt them the worft he is able 


Whatever it is in the Eyes of Men, how KG 
it come up before him? How cry for Ven- 
geance and Deſtruction at his Hands? Now 
the Word of the Lord came unto Jonah the So 
cf Amitlai, ſaying, Ariſe, go 70 Armeveh that 
great City, aud cry againſt it, for their I ich- 
cdneſs i is come up before me. 

2. God, how great ſoever is his Diſpleaſure, 


and how fierce ſoever is his Anger, can never 


want Means of executing it when, and upon 


whomſoever he pleaſes, * 


There is no City, no Kingdom, how ſecure 


fſoever in their own Apprchenſions, and in the 


Apprehenfions of others, can guard againſt the 
Deſigns, and ward off the Blows t divine 
Providence. 
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Providence, He who could follow Jonah 
into the Sea, with a great Wind and a mighty 
Tempeſt, can as eaſily extinguiſh a great City, or 
extirpate a Kingdom,and either arm the reſiſtleſs 
Elements for their Rui in, or employ the Wic- 
| ked, who are reſerved by him to the Day as 
the In;iruments of his Wrath, when he is re- 
ſolved to execute it. 7 

Great Nations pride themſelves in their 
Arms, their Arts, their Riches, their Num- 
bers, their Conqueſts, or even their very Vices ; 
but a Nation not remarkable for any of theſe, 
which follows after Righteouſneſs, is greater 
and dearer in the Eye of God, than the vaſteſt 
Empire which is wicked as it is great ; and no 
Kingdom's Greatneſs can ſecure it from De- 


ſtruction, whoſe Wiekedneſs Po it to God's s 4 


Diſpleaſur E. 


Was not Nineveh a great City, 5 three 
Days Journey, that is 60 Miles Compaſs, 20 
Miles being in ancient Times a Day's Journey 
in common Computation for a Foot T raveller? 
Does not God inform this ! Prophet Jonab, that 
there were in it above /ixſcore thay; (and Perſons 
who could not diſcern between their Right-hand 
and their Leſt: ? And do they not "ſeem to 
have been without Apprehenſion or Appear- 
ance of Danger, til! Tant came to tiiem, and 
told them their Deſtruction was but forty Days 
off? And would God have threatned, if he 
did not deſign, or Was not able to have nflicted 
it? Many fach o gicat Cities and K inggoms have 
ſucceſſively riſen and fallen in the World one 


after 
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after another, but ſcarcely ſhall we Ind "ny 
Inſtances or Ex: ;mples of their falling to Ru in, 
till they had firſt paved the Way for it them- 
ſelves by their crying Vices, And whatever have 
been the Inſtruments, there has been as viſible 
an Appearance of divine Agency in the Over- 
throw of ſuch great wicked Cities and King- 
doms as perhaps in any Part of the Faſtory of 
Mankind. 

4. God often informs a Prote of thee De- 
ſerts, and threatens their Deſtruction, to alarm 
and awaken them out of Security and Sin, 
with a Deſign rather of preventing than ez oe” 
cuting deſerved Judgments, and that they ma * 
rather eſcape than ſuffer them. 

_ God's Anger docs not come to its F mes 
neſs at firſt, but be is flow 4% Anger, ond of 
great Mercy and TFuſftice is his flrange V ork, 
nor has he ord: narily exerciſed it againſt great 
Cities or Kingdoms which have 1 5 
but as a laſt Reſort and when all the R feans 
olf Gentleneſs and Patience have been tried 
betore, and have failed of their Effect 
Witncf: the Deſtruction of his own City, 
the City of Feruſalem, which Chriſt ſo affrcti- 
onately wept over, frying, Head often 400d. 
I have gathered her as a Hen gathers ber 
Chickens under ber Winss, but ye word not. 
It had been tried with an unparai tielled 1 
neſs and Patience by Almighity God, but 
length it ſuffered to the Extremity of wha 9510 5 
be inflicted by Men, in its final Oyerthrow. 
With 
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With this View God ſent his Prophet to the 
City of Nineveh, and for their daring Vices 
threzined them with Deſtruction. The Preach- 
ing which he was ſent with, ſeems to have 
run in an abſolute Strain, without expreſsly 
putting the Deciſion of cheir Fate upon their 
| Repentance or Impenitence, as appears from 
the Uncertainty w hich the King of Nzzeveh 
expreſſes in my Text. H can tell if God 
ill turn and repent, and turn away from his 
fierce Anger thot we "periſh not. And this ap- 
pears alſo from the Anger which Torah ex 
preſſes at their being ſpared, which tho' he 
might DAE ballen into confiſtently wich his 
Havins ſuſpected only, could not have taken 
Place, it he: Deliverance, upon Repentance, 
had been e expreſs Sly promiled in the Meſſage he 
delivered to them. Yet ſuch a Condition Was 
undoubtedly underſtood, tho' not expreſſed, 
a8 2 appears by the Event, and by Jonabb's Man- 
ner of chiding God; Was not this my Sayi- 
when I was yet in my Country? for J 2 57 
thou art a gracious God and merciful, au flow 
to Anger, and, great Kindnefs, and repenteſt 
thee 97 the Evil. q. d. Tho' 1 told not them, 
nor thoa me that, if the Muuevites repent ed 
at thy Threatning, thou wouldeſt not execute 
it, yet 1 knew 1 it az. Well as if thou! hadi laid it 
in o many Words, ſo merciful is a5 Nature, 
and fo compaſſionzte ever has been thy Con- 
duct in ſuch Caſes. 
95. When God threatens re wt i R ing lo ins for 
their great Wicked! els 1 with grievous " Deftrac- 
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tion, their Repentance is the only Condition 
upon v. hich the Execution of his Threatnings 
is ſuſpended. 

Wickedneſs and Sin is always Dauſe, juſt 


Cauſe of bitter Repentance and Reformation, 
but does not always obt in it Effect. If there 


is any Thing dreadfal in Deſtruction and Kuin, 


threatned by the Mouth, and inflicted by the 
Hand of Almighty Tod, how ſhould we fly 


from that which is the dire and ſure Cauſe of 
it? That Wickedneſs without Repentance 
ever ccrtainly is. But when the Diſtance be- 


tween this Cauſe and that Effect is conſidera- 
bly great, tha © onnexion is over-looked, and 


careleſly Bat "out of Sight; and becauſe Men' 8 
Perdition does not tread upon the Heels of 
their Wickedneſs and Vice, they will not think 
that it will, or perhaps are e ſo vain as to think 


that it never will follow at all. Awful Me- 


naces therefore, and near Views of the De- 


ſtruction due to Wickedneſs and Vice, are wiſe 


and neceſſary Inſtruments of Government, ſure 
Dictates of Tenderneſs and Mercy, waat-ver 


Severity goes along with the Sound, and the 


moſt awakening and effectual Motives of Re- 
pentance. They are as {uch often employed 
by God. They were ſo in the Cale of the 
City of Nineveh. And when theſe fail, it is 


an Indication that the Caſe is deſperate and 


paſt Cure, and there remains nothing for the 
merciful Governor of the World, after having 
in vain threatned, but to pour out his Ven- 
geance. 

C. As 
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6. As it is Wickedneſs that paves the Way 
to Deſtruction, provokes God's Anger, and 
prompts him to threaten it, the Repentance 
that delivers from the Deſtruction threatned, 
can be no other than ſuch as delivers from the 

Love, the Choice, the Practice of that Wic- 
kedneſs which is the Cauſe of it. 
For if Wickedneſs be the real Cauſe of God's 
Anger, to remove the latter we muſt remove 
the former. This is a Leſſon of Nature's 
Teaching, and we find that the King and the 
Nobles of Nineveh had learn'd it in that School; 
for this you ſee is what they propoſe in the 
Text, as the only Means to be imagined of any 
Efficacy in their Caſe. Let them turn ev very 
one from his evil M, 52 aud from the Violence 
that is in their Hands, who can tell if God will 
turn and repent ? Sackcloth might be uſed by 
| them as authoriſed by Cuſtom. Sorrow was 
what Nature could ſcarce fail of infpiring in 
ſuch a calamitous Caſe. And cryiag mightily 
to that God who they conceived able to in- 
flict the Deſtruction he had threatned, and they 
feared, could not wiſely or ſafely have been 
omitted. But this, the forſaking of their Wic⸗ 
kedneſs, and reforming from their Vices, the 
very Ninevites ſaw to be the principal Ingre- 
dient, abſolutely neceſſary, and without which 
all the reſt would be of no Avail, . And Ged 
can as eaſily fee and know when Repentance 
is or is not of this genuine Kind, as require 
that it ſhould be ſo. He tacitly required Re- 


pentancs 
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pentance of the Ninevites in forty Days, by 


his reſpiting their Ruin for that Space of 
Time. He knew very well what Repentance 
he required, and whether it was complied 


with by them or not. They could not impoſe 


on him. He was not like the Idols which 
had Eyes and faw not. And if it had been 
neglected, he could as eaſily, and would as cer- 
tainly have brought their Deſtruction down 
upon them, as, ſeeing they obeyed him, he 
waved and kept it off, or as he did inflict it a 
few Generations after, when their wicked 
Poſterity revived their Vices without imitating 
their Repentance. 

II. I come now to make the practical ſuit- 
able Application: 1. When we conſider the 
Caſe of the City of 1 and the Conduct 
of God to it, what muſt we think can be the 
Judgment of a Holy, a Wile, an All- ſeeing 
God concerning this Country of our on? 

Loth I am to load with Accuſations this 
our native Land, and would to God, there 
was Room rather for a Panegyrick in its Praiſe. 
But this is what we are all convinced we can 
only wiſh, For ſurely there is, if ever there 

vas Cauſe, in any Country, or in any Caſe, 


bg . of Tears to run down our Hyes, it 


he having without valuing, and the profeſling 


without practicing the precious Goſpel of Je- 
#18 Chriſt be ſuch, -- 


Hp has ſhed upon this Land every Bleſling 
Nature and of Providence and of Grace, 
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It has long been a Land of great Peace and 
Plenty, ind ot {weet Light and Liberty, the 
moſt valuable Bleſſings of human Life. And 
all theſe we have enjoyed in a Degree in 
which ſcarce any Nation around us has en- 
Joyed any one of them. And what can we 
think muſt a Holy, a Wiſe, and Atl-ſceing 
God think of a People, which with fuch Ad- 
vantages for Virtue, has fo ab: yanded with 
Vice, as we can ſcarce find any Thing in 
Hiſtory to parallel? | ” 
- Idleneſs and Intemperance, i Luxury and 
Voluptuouſneſs, and indeed all Vice, are the 
baſe Uſes which we have made of our Bleſ- 
ſings, and our Light and Knowledge of ſuch 
an amiable Nature, and eminent Degree, has 
in many Caſes but ſerved to aggravate and in- 
_ creaſe our Guilt in ſinning ag ainſt it. For the 
Goſpel, the moſt valuable, tho leaſt valued 
of them all, is not only openly blaſphemed 
by great and growing Numbers of vicious In- 
fidels, but thoſe Who even pros feſs it, ſeem to 
treat it as if they thought it was what thoſe 
Infidels fay of it. =” 
2. What do we not defirve't What may 
we not fear? To what a Fierceneſs might not 
the Anger of God burn, when this owr W:c- 
kedneſs cometh up before him, if God was not 
as flow to it as we are forwar 0 to Fe him 
20127 -- 
How juſtly might he puniſh us with the 
Loſs of What we, "inſtead of being thankful for 
C2: „ i 
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his giving us, or careful to improve, have been- 
as it were, daring him to take away from 
us? And who can conceive of a greater De- 
gree of Folly than voluntarily to forego, or of 
a greater Degree of Guilt than wickedly to for- 
feit ſuch invaluable: and deſervedly dear Bleſ- 
ſings, which divine Providence has fo largely 
beſtowed on us, fo long continued to us, and 
ſo of.en remarkably undertaken the Defence 
of, when ans were brought into Danger, and 
beyond all other Defence but his own. 
How eaſy is it for God to «inflict on us 
our juſt Deſerts, and after having given us all 
that is dear and defireible i in this World, bring 
on us all that is truly dreadful for our baſe In- 
gratitude, and bold Contempt, and vile Abuſe 
and Miſimprovement of the former. 
His Power is as little to be diſputed as our 
Deſert. Nineveb, that has been thought to be 
the greateſt City of the greateſt Kingdom then 
ſubſiſting in the W orld, was no longer ſecure 
when God threatned it, nor thought itſelf 
ſafe till he ſhould tr and repent, and turn 
_ GWoay 7 the Fierceneſs of his Anger from it. And 
it is not the Greatneſs of our City, the Number 
of our People, the Force of our Arms, nor 
that Circle of Safety, as we have been apt to 
imagine it, with which we are ſurrounded, 
can enſure us from Deſtruction, if, as we have 
Reaſon to fear, our Sins ſhould be at their 
Tov, and the Meaſure of them be full, 


and 
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and God in his fierce Anger, for which there 
is ſuch Cauſe, ſhould determine to inflict it. 
4. How awtully are we not only threatned 
with this our Ruin, but ſhewn the Means of 
it, which are held up in our View, in our no 
diſtant View. And Means they are of De- 
ſtruction, than wich nothing more terrible 
can be threat ned or inflicted © in this preſent 
World. 
The Plague, the peſtilence, Famine, or 
the Sword, kill only the Body ; but our Ene- 
miles are ſuch as are not content only to kindle 
Fires for our Bodies, but are forging Fetters 
and Chains for our Minds, and laying the moſt 
dangerous Snares for our Conſciences, where- 
by, tho' they cannot kill, they may bring 
our Souls into dreadful Condemnation. . 
Perjured Traitors to their King and Coun- 
try, are ſtudying to make us fach to God and 
our Conſciences; are endeavouring to introduce 
— double Impoſture, the Peter as the 
Temporal, and the Pope as the Spiritual Head 
of theſe Kingdoms, by divine Right; the one 
of which Sens from us the yr e of 
our Laws, and the other of our Bibles, with 
which, tho they are dearer to us than our 
Lives, they are each of them at moſt deadly 
Enmity. And the miſerable Lot of this our dear 
Country, were theſe Monſters to be its Maſters, 
would be to exchange the Goſpel, which is ir- 
finitely the beſt, for Popery, which, if it be 
any, is the worlt of all Religions; and our c 


vil 
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vil Conſtitution, which is, I think, the beſt for 
us, if not the be ſt in the World, for arbitrary 
Power, which is the worſt of Governments, 


Theſe are the Rods which are held over our 


Backs ; theſe are the Scourges which are in the 
Hand of God; theſe the Wicked whom he has 
often reſerved for the Day, as the Inſtruments 
of his Wrath, And if the Degree of his 
Wrath be proportioned to the dire Nature of 
theſe Inſtruments of inflicting it, we can think 
no other than that it is Wrath to the: uttermoſt. 

And who can ſay we have not deſerved it? 
Who that conſiders not only the Numbers by 
which the Goſpel is rejected in this Land 
(which ſurely we may be allowed to reckon a 
Part of the Guilt of it) but the lukewarm 
Temper with which it is treated by ſuch as pro- 
feſs it, can forbear trembling leſt God ſhould 
refuſe to take our Part, who have ſo often 
and ſo heinouſly refuſed to take his? and re- 

ſolve to take the ſweet Light of his Word a- 
way from us, which, tho' it be of infinite 
Value, we have uſed with infinite Contempt, 

and treated as a Matter rather of abſolute in 
difference, than of the utmoſt Importance. 
There does not ſeem to have been any other 
Appearance of Danger to Nincvehb, but what 


aroſe from the divine Diſpleaſure and from the 


divine Threatning. Security of Mind is no 
Argument of the Satety of cur State. They 
were Eating and Drinking, Marrying and 
giving in Marriage, when "the Flood came, 

| and 


e 
and ſo will they be at the End of the World. 
And it is but a few Months ago that he would 
have been treated as no other than a Madman, 


who ſhould have ventured to affert that we 
might be in the State we are actually in at this 


Time. 
How clearly are we ſhown our Duty, 


and how loudly are we called to practiſe it, as 


the wiſeit Courſe we Can take for our Safety, 
by the Caſe and Cir-umſiance of the City of 
Nineveb, by the Words of their King con- 


tained in the Text, and by the Efficacy and 


Succeſs it had in their Caſe; and t lat is Re- 
pentance: turning every one of us Jt om our 
evil } 75 and From the Violence that 1s in our 
5 Hand,? . 


There are, it is true, other: Means beſide 


this to be uſed, human Art and human Force, 


which we have as little reaſon to think God 
will fave us without, as that they can ſave us 


without him. And God be thanked, we are 
not deſtitute and unprovided, or carclef and 


thoughtleſs about the Uſe of them. I with 


we were all of us as careful about this, which, 


without all doubt, is of equal Neceſſity. For 


have we not given God Cauſe of Anger ? 
Does it not look as if he really was fo, and 
ſeem to threaten us? How can we turn a- 
way our Deſtruction from us, without his 
15 195 away his Anger from him? And how 
is he fo likely 7 turn and repent, aud turn a- 
5 his Anger, that wwe periſh not, as by our 
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turning every one from cur fo, inful Ways, end 
from the Il ickedneſs that is in our Hands? 


Nineveh was as eaſy and ſecure as we, till 


they received this Alarm ; but you ſee what an 


Alteration it univerſally wrought in them, 
when they viewed their Deſtruction but as 
forty Days off; and God only knows what 
in forty Days may be decided upon this City, 
if not upon this Land: for it is as eaſy with 
God to deſtroy as to fave by a few. 

Leet us not content ourſelves with exerciſing 


a vague and indeterminate Sorrow for the Sins 


of other Perſons, or the Sins of the Nation, 


but every one of us ſearch and look into our 


own Hearts and Lives, for the Share we have 


had in it, and do away every one our Own. 


Part : For National Guilt is no other than the 


Sum of perſonal ; it is what every Perſon has 


contributed to, and what every one muſt con- 
Cur to the putting away; and National Virtue 


and Reformation is that of particular Perſons 


conſidered together in one View. Any other 


Senſe of National Repentance, or National 


Religion, that 5 from this, inſtead of 

being our Remedy, is bart of our Diſeaſe, of 

difficult Cure and n. * dreadful Conſequence. 
And let us not imagine we can truly re- 


pent, with a Saving or  Referve of any lingle 


Tut; this, inſtead of alla; ving, will but in- 


flame the Anger of God more againſt us. 


Neither 
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Neither let us be ſo vain as to expect Salvation 


and Deliverance from God, by a Repentance 
and abſtaining from Sin for a Time only, and 


10 long only as till the Terror and Danger we 


are in be over-paſt. This would be neither 


acting ſincetely with God, nor wiſely for our- 


ſelves. For whatever we may expect from ſuch 


colluſive Kind of Dealing with God, we are 


much more likely to enſure and aggravate and 
| haſten, than avert our Ruin by ſich Means. 


0. How ought we to cry m:ghtiiy to God, 
and ſecond the ſincere Reſolutions of Repen- 


tance in our own Breaſts, with ardent Suppli- 
| cations at the Throne of Grace: when not only 


our Liberties and Properties and Lives, but our 


very Souls are in Danger 


For who knows how "MY a Change of the 


State of Religion as we are threatned with in 
this Land, might entangle his Conſcience or 


hazard his Salvation? And nothing, methinks, 


can move Men who are not influenced. by ſuch 
a View of Things. Let us therefore add to a 
ſincere Repentance the moſt fervent Prayer to 
Almighty God, to fave and deliver us out of 
this our Danger. Prayers of this Kind come 
juſtly in here, as in their proper Place, after, 


rather than before Repentance, but have no 


Place without it; when they aitend or follow 
it, they may help to give it Succeſs, but not 


„ they ſuperſede it, and are put in its 


Place. For to Go this is juſt : 48 5 if the Prodigal | 


. = Son 
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Son in the Parable, had, inſtead of returning 
to his Father's Houſe, ſent earneſt Supplica- 


tions for his Father to ſupport him in his wild 


Extravagance and D.ſobedience. 


But as our Caſe is like his, too ſerious to be 


trifled with, and wherein no Time is to be 


loſt, let us alſo act like him, repent and return 
to God whom we have forſaken, confeſs our 
Sins, and humble our Souls in Sorrow before 
him, and cry mightily to him that he may turn 


from his Anger and we may not periſh. Our 


Sins have brought us to the Criſis of our Fate. 
The abſolute Deciſion of it is in the Hand of 


God. The Arbiter of our Fate is infinitely 


diſpleaſed with us, He has ample Cauſe from 


the Greatneſs of our Crimes. He proncunces 
in his Providence his Threatnings againſt us, 


and we have nothing to chuſe but to be re- 


formed or ruined. If we will not reform we 


muſt be ruined, if we will not be ruined y we 


muſt reform. 

And who can be inmored. as; can be un- 
reſolved, who can be unactive under this Con- 
fideration, that, as by breaking off his Sins he 
may help to ſ:ve his Country as well as him- 
ſelf from Ruin, fo by obſtinately continuing in 
them, he may help to bring it upon both? 


And O that the People of this once happy 


Land might thow to themſelves, and to the 
World, dy their Example, what Reforma- 


tion can do with God, and what God will do 
=” for | 


vation. 
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for a truly penitent and reformed Nation 0 
that we might every one take a deliberate and 


firm Reſolution, that if God ſhall preſerve to 


us the Light of the Goſpel, our civil Conſti- 
tution, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and ſuf- 


fer us, as hitherto, to lead a peaceable and 


quiet Life, under our only rightful and lawful 


Sovereign his Majeſty King George, we will 


alſo lead it in all Goalineſs and Honefty + 4 


T bus ſhall we reap. Benefit foes our E- 


nemies, turn to our Advantage what was 


meant to our Hurt, and improve what was 
aimed and deſigned for our Deſtruction, into 
Means both of our temporal and eternal Sal- 
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